
95th Fighter Squadron, Tyndall AFB, Florida
Known proudly as the "Boneheads," the 95th Fighter Squadron has a proud and distinguished history that began in 1942. The squadron first saw service flying the original twin-tailed fighter, the P-38 Lightning, serving in both North Africa and Italy.

Among the squadron's many notable accomplishments was its participation in the attacks on the Ploesti oil refineries. Each aircraft carried a 1,000-pound bomb and a 300-gallon gas tank. The unit was credited with delivering its bombs "right on target." In May of 1943, the 95th was tasked with the mission of bombing the Island of Pantellaria, a key stepping-stone to the Allied advance. The 95th accomplished the mission with perfection, causing the Islands garrison to surrender just prior to the Allies landing on the Island. The squadron also took part in some of the first shuttle missions to Russia. The 95th finished the war with more than 400 kills, 199 air-to-air kills and seven aces.

During the post-war period, the 95th was assigned to the Alaskan Air Command, flying the P-51 Mustang. In the fall of 1959, the 95th was tasked with the defense of Washington, D.C., and the surrounding area and performed its mission flawlessly. With the initiation of NORAD and the threat of manned bomber attacks, the 95th was assigned to 24-hour alert status. Armed with the world's fastest interceptor, the F-106 Delta Dart, the 95th could be called to action and within minutes be airborne fully loaded and armed with nuclear missiles.

The present squadron was activated at Tyndall on Aug. 15, 1974, as the 95th Interceptor Training Squadron, redesignated the 95th Tactical Fighter Training Squadron on April 1, 1974, and finally as the 95th Fighter Squadron on Nov. 1, 1991. "Mr. Bones" is pictured on the unit patch on a blue disc with wide yellow border a white skull with black eye sockets, nose, teeth, etc., wearing a high black silk hat and monocle with black ribbon.  The significance-a death's head emanating from a cloud, with an arrogant expression-is symbolic of the squadron's dauntless capability to accomplish the mission in any weather, day or night; primarily stalking the enemy to destruction. The full dress, particularly the top hat, represents the squadron personnel's sentiments that the unit is "tops." Thus, explaining the squadron motto, "Death With Finesse."

During the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, the 95th Fighter Squadron leapt into action by generating combat-configured F-15C aircraft and flying combat air patrol missions over cities in the southeastern United States.







