
71st Fighter Squadron, Langley AFB, Virginia
The 71st Fighter Squadron, also referred to as the Ironmen, is one of three fighter squadrons assigned to the 1st Fighter Wing. Its mission is to maintain a combat-ready force able to conduct air-superiority operations anywhere in the world for the United States and its allies. 

The 71st was formed December 14, 1940 , as the 71st Pursuit Squadron and was activated at Selfridge Field , Mich. , January 1, 1941 . The squadron was assigned to the 1st Pursuit Group and reported to San Diego Naval Air Station December 9, 1941 , to perform anti- submarine duty along the Pacific Coast . 

In June 1942, the 71st arrived in England to begin a European-African tour lasting until October 1945. The squadron received distinguished unit citations for operations in Italy August 25, 1943 , and August 30, 1943 , and at Ploesti , Romania May 18, 1944 . The 71st was inactivated in Italy on October16, 1945.
The squadron was activated again at March Field , California , July 3, 1946 , and transferred to George Air Force Base, California , July 18, 1950 . The 71st was attached to the Eastern Air Defense Force August 15, 1950 , and stationed at Griffiss Air Force Base, New York . The squadron was transferred to Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Pennsylvania, Oct. 21, 1950 , and then back to its original home at Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan , in August 1955. The 71st moved to Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base, Missouri , in January 1967, transferring to Malmstrom Air Force Base, Montana , in July 1968 and to MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. in July 1971.
In 1975, the 71st moved to its current home with the 1st Fighter Wing at Langley Air Force Base, Va. , where it was equipped with the F-15 Eagle air superiority fighter in 1976. 

The 71st garnered numerous awards in its distinguished career. The 71st Fighter Squadron won the prestigious Hughes Achievement Trophy a record 4 times: 2001, 1998, 1993 and 1969, awarded annually to the most outstanding air superiority unit in the Air Force. The 71st received the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award and the Presidential Unit Citation each, on four separate occasions. McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Corporation recognized the 71st in July 1991, for achieving 110,000 flying hours without a serious mishap, and now is over 170,000 mishap free hours. 

The unit was redesignated the 71st Fighter Squadron September 1, 1991 . The 71st Fighter Squadron deployed in support of Operation Desert Shield as part of the first U.S. Air Force contingent in Saudi Arabia . The squadron was integral in establishing allied air-superiority during the operation, and was credited with the first air-to-air victory of the conflict . The squadron has participated in numerous operations in Southwest Asia to include Operation Northern and Southern Watch. 

Immediately after the September 11 th terrorist attacks the 71 FS launched numerous aircraft to provide armed Combat Air Patrols over Washington DC and the nation's eastern seaboard. On February 14, 2003 the 71 FS deployed to the Persian Gulf region in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, the Ironmen were once again instrumental in establishing total air supremacy over Iraq , as the Iraqi Air Force, remembering its misfortune from a decade earlier decided not to launch a single sortie. After the President declared and end to major combat operations, the 71st redeployed to Langley and flew Operation Noble Eagle sorties, in defense of our nations capitol, two weeks later.
The 71st Fighter Squadron maintains combat mission ready status with 18 primary assigned aircraft and 25 assigned pilots. The average month will see the Iromen fly approximately 371 sorties to gain and maintain proficiency in air-to-air combat, aerial gunnery, offensive counter air, and defensive counter air missions to name just a few. Yearly the squadron generates over 4,000 sorties and logs over 5,400 flight hours. The Ironmen of the 71st remain ready willing and able to take the fight to the enemy anytime, anywhere, and remain America 's premier Air Superiority Fighter Squadron. 
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