
19th Fighter Squadron, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska
Our goal is to be the world's finest fighter squadron--to be at the forefront, on the "cutting edge", of tactical F-15 employment.  Our symbol is the Fighting Gamecock which is renowned for employing the cutting edge of its razor sharp blades with deadly hitting power to dominate all opponents.  Over the battlefields of tomorrow, the USAF must be ready to provide similar hitting power in the form of overwhelming air dominance.  The 19th Fighter Squadron is ready, willing, and able to deliver that capability...Cutting Edge Air Dominance

From 1917 to 1919, the 19th was known as the "19th Aero Service Squadron", and was stationed in Texas, Ohio, New York and France.  Originally established as an Army Flying School Squadron (remember, the Air Force didn't exist until 1947!), the 19th was based at what is now known as Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. They subsequently moved to Ohio and New York for short periods before ending up, after a long and arduous trip, at Clermont, France to observe the French company Michelin's airplane manufacture/assembly procedures.
Renamed the '19th Pursuit Squadron', the squadron spent the next few years of its existence at various locations in the Hawaiian Islands, flying and training in MB-3A and SE-5A aircraft at first, then moving on to P-26s, P-40s and P-47s. The 19th suffered six casualties as a result of the infamous attack on Oahu by the Japanese on 7 Dec 1941, but luckily had no fatalities. Oddly enough, the 19th had been scheduled to relocate to the Philippines on 1 Dec, but their orders were changed by higher headquarters to an 8 Dec departure. 

From 1942 to 1946, Again renamed as the '19th Fighter Squadron' and flying P-47D Thunderbolts, the squadron was given its first wartime tasking and moved to Natoma Bay, Saipan. Upon arriving, the 19th pilots immediately took to the air on night and day missions, strafing and using general purpose bombs and rockets in support of our advancing ground troops. Using home-made napalm bombs made out of napalm, gasoline and oil placed inside fuel tanks, the 19th helped U.S. forces successfully invade and capture Saipan, Tinian and Guam islands in only three months! The mission then changed to long range bomber escort missions with occasional strike missions to nearby Pagan Island and Iwo Jima. The squadron then relocated to Okinawa, where the first 19th pilots were awarded their 'ace' rating. Later, in August 1945, after numerous aerial victories and assorted bombing missions, we participated in the Japanese surrender. 
In the 1980s, the unit was renamed the '19th Tactical Fighter Squadron', the squadron was reactivated at Shaw AFB, South Carolina and supplied with General Dynamics F-16s to "prepare for deployment of tactical reconnaissance and fighter forces in response to worldwide taskings."  In June 1987, the 19th set a new world record for the number of F-16 sorties flown in one day - 160, smashing the old world record of 144! 

Once again, the squadron was reactivated and renamed the '19th Fighter Squadron' on 1 Jan 1994. Flying the McDonnell Douglas F-15C and D model air superiority fighters, we are a world-wide deployable unit, ready to leave on a moment's notice for whatever tasking we're given. Though the 19th was inactive during Operation Desert Storm, we have recently deployed to the same geographical area for Operation Provide Comfort, flying 160 sorties and winning several awards. The 19th will continue to provide "Top Cover for North America" into the 21st century and beyond if needed! 






