
123rd Fighter Squadron, Portland ANG, Oregon
The 123rd Fighter Squadron (FS), affectionately known as the Fight’in Redhawks, is assigned to the 142nd Fighter Wing, Oregon Air National Guard at Portland, Oregon. The mission of 123rd FS is to ensure Air Sovereignty for our nation, and to deliver a superior mission-ready unit capable of sustaining combat aerospace superiority anytime, anyplace, anywhere.

The 123rd FS Mission Statement is “To serve the nation, state and community by providing a mission ready unit with personnel and equipment for:

• Air Defense of the Pacific Northwest 

• Domination of the air superiority arena 

• Federal augmentation in support of national security objectives 

• Response to state and local contingencies 

• Pro-active involvement in activities that add value to the people and communities served.

Paramount to our mission is maintaining a high state of readiness to execute our state and federal missions whenever needed by our Governor or the Nation. Realistic training to deliver combat aerospace control, combat support, or homeland defense, is key to our operational readiness. The readiness of guard families and support of our employers is an integral part of our mission success.

SQUADRON HISTORY: Just prior to America’s entry into World War II Major G. Robert Dodson, an Oregonian serving with the 321st Observation Squadron-Reserve at Pearson Field in Vancouver, Washington, requested authorization from Washington D.C. to form a flying unit in Oregon. Major Dodson’s message was - “We’ve got people, we’ve got a place, and we’re ready.” This bold request subsequently launched the 123rd Observation Squadron on April 18, 1941. Just five months after the unit’s conception, Oregon Guardsmen were federally activated as part of the National’s Call-up in preparation for what would soon become World War II. Almost immediately after activation the 123rd Observation Squadron was flying submarine patrols off the west coast of the United States, and before the war was over, would be sent overseas to fly combat missions in both the China-Burma and European theaters. The activated units, under different designations, flew the OA-47, BC-1A and later the F-5 reconnaissance

version of the P-38 “Lightning.” The unit regrouped as the 123rd Fighter Interceptor Squadron (123 FIS) at the conclusion of the war. The expanding unit was reorganized under the 142nd Fighter Interceptor Group (142 FIG) in 1946. The 142nd FIG was mobilized in support of the Korean War, and remained active in the air defense mission throughout the Cold War years. In 1995, the 142nd FIG and 123rd FIS reorganized once again to become the 142nd Fighter Wing and the 123rd Fighter Squadron. Over the course of its history, the 123rd FS has flown many combat fighter aircraft to include the OA-47, BC-1A, F-5, F-51, B-25J, F-86, F-94, F-89, F-102, F-101, F-4C, T-33 and the F-15A Eagle. 

With 15 F-15A/B Eagles and 25 assigned pilots, the 123rd FS is a key component of the Total Force providing both continuous air defense and air superiority. As part of the North American Air Defense (NORAD) system, the Fight’in Redhawks protect the Pacific Northwest skies, providing 24-hour alert response. As a vital asset to Air Combat Command and Air Expeditionary Force structures, the 123rd FS participates around the globe where needed, any time, any place.
On September 11, 2001 the 123rd FS was one of the first units to respond with increased alert posture to enhance security on the west coast. Throughout 2004, the pilots of the Portland Air National Guard Base flew numerous air sovereignty missions in response to orders from NORAD, Continental Air Defense Region (CONR) and the Western Air Defense Sector (WADS). We continue to support Operation Noble Eagle, a national military response for homeland defense. A testament to the unit’s true professionalism in accomplishing the NORAD Alert Mission, the unit received an overall “Excellent” rating during this years “no-notice” NORAD Alert Force Evaluation and was also presented with the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for 2003.
The 123rd Fighter Squadron was presented with Air Combat Commands (ACC) Flying Safety Award reflecting 60,000 hours of accident-free flying in 2003. This was the 123rd Fighter Squadron’s 13th consecutive flying safety award from Air Combat Command (ACC) and the first Air National Guard F-15 Eagle unit to achieve this milestone. This award symbolizes the remarkable level of professionalism, expertise and discipline characteristic of all Oregon Air National Guardsmen.
During FY 2004, the squadron’s pilots flew nearly 3,000 sorties (350 of which were flown in support of Operation Noble Eagle) and led the Air National Guard’s F-15 Fighter Community with more than 4,400 flying hours.
The rich and proud history of the 123rd Fighter Squadron is proof that together, the mighty “Redhawk” team can and will rise to each and every challenge, any time and any place. 

