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M9 PISTOL

STUDENT HANDOUT
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Combat Arms Training & Maintenance

BASIC WEAPONS SAFETY RULES 

1.  Treat every weapon as if it were loaded.

2.  When handling any firearm, clear it first, before proceeding any further.

3.  Never point a weapon at anyone or anything you do not intend to shoot.

4.  Always keep your finger away from the trigger of any weapon until you intend to shoot.

5.  Avoid shooting at hard surfaces or the surface of water.

6.  Avoid all horseplay around weapons.

7.  Never handle weapons when you are under the influence of alcohol or medication.

8.  Use only the ammunition designed for that specific weapon.

 HANDGUN HANDLING SAFETY RULES

1.  Keep the muzzle of your pistol pointed in a safe direction at all times.

2.  Once your pistol is loaded, keep it secured in your holster until you intend to use it.

3.  Always clear your pistol before performing any maintenance or adjustment, and  before turn in or handing the weapon to another person.

4.  When loading and unloading the pistol, always keep your finger away from the trigger.

5.  When your pistol is out of the holster and is not going to be fired, make sure it is cleared. 

6.  M9 Steps: Safety, magazine, lock slide back (if needed), inspect chamber

CLASSROOM SAFETY RULES

1.  Do not point the weapon at yourself or others during weapons handling exercises.

2.  Handle the pistol only when told to do so.

3.  Don't get ahead of the instructor and don't anticipate commands.

4.  If at any time you don't understand the instructions, ASK QUESTIONS.

DESCRIPTION
The M-9 is a semi-automatic, magazine fed, recoil operated, single and double action pistol, chambered for the 9MM NATO round.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS
Manufacturer         


Beretta

Caliber




9mm NATO/9X19

9mm Parabellum/9mm Luger

Operating system


Short recoil, semiautomatic

Weight




Unloaded :  Approx  34 oz







Loaded    :  Approx  41  oz

Length




8.5 inches

Magazine capacity


15 cartridges

Muzzle velocity


1230 feet per second

Muzzle energy 


420 foot pounds 

Maximum range


1800 meters

Maximum effective range
50 meters
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NOMENCLATURE
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PRINCIPLES OF OPERATION
Upon firing, pressure developed by the combustion gases recoils the slide-barrel assembly. The locking block will stop the rearward movement of the barrel and release the slide which will continue it's rearward movement.

Slide will then extract and eject the fired cartridge case, cock the hammer, and compress the recoil spring. The slide moves forward feeding the next cartridge from the magazine into the chamber. The slide and barrel assembly remains open after the last round has been fired and ejected.  (The magazine follower pushes up on the slide stop).


AMMUNITION
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M882 BALL                        
1.  Standard operational round

2.  Basic cartridge for field use

3. 115 or 124 grain metal jacketed bullet

4. Used against personnel & light material              

    targets
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M917 DUMMY                         
1. Holes drilled in case

2. Identified by having no primer and may be painted black

3.  Used for classroom training
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TRACER                                  

1. 115 or 124 grain jacketed bullet

2. Tip painted red or orange

4.  Signaling or incendiary
CARE, HANDLING & STORAGE                

              OF AMMUNITION
PROTECTION

· Protect ammunition from mud, sand and water. 

· If the ammunition gets wet or dirty, wipe it off at once with a clean, dry cloth. 

· Wipe off light corrosion as it is discovered. 

· Turn in heavily corroded cartridges.

EXPOSURE
· Do not expose ammunition to the direct rays of the sun.

· If the powder is hot, excessive pressure may develop when the pistol is fired.

OIL, DUST, ABRASIVES
· Do not oil or grease ammunition. 

· Dust and other abrasives that collect on greasy ammunition may cause damage to the operating parts of the pistol. 

· Oiled cartridges produce excessive chamber pressure.
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· Mechanical - ax, pick, crowbar, etc.

· Burning - flammable liquids, thermite grenades

· Demolition - explosives

· Disposal - disassemble & scatter parts

· Gunfire - use another weapon of equal or larger         caliber

Commander’s decision

CLEARING PROCEDURES
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1. Place weapon on safe (1).
2. Depress magazine catch (2), remove magazine (3)
3. Lock slide to the rear, engage slide catch (4).
5.  Inspect the chamber for ammunition or brass casings.

DISASSEMBLY

1.  Clear the pistol

2. Allow the SLIDE  to return forward

3. Hold the pistol in the right hand, with muzzle slightly elevated.  With 

forefinger press the DISASSEMBLY BUTTON
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Using thumb rotate the DISASSEMBLY LEVER (1) downward until it stops
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Pull the slide and barrel assembly (1) forward and remove.

CAUTION: Do not dry fire the pistol while disassembled (Receiver damage will result)
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Slightly compress the recoil spring guide (7)  and recoil spring (6).

CAUTION:  Use care when removing recoil spring and guide, spring is under high tension and could cause injury to personnel.

Push in on locking block plunger (8) while pushing barrel (11) forward slightly.

Lift and remove locking block (10) and barrel assembly (11) from slide (12).
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M9 DISASSEMBLED
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MAGAZINE DISASSEMBLY
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Use locking block plunger to press in on detent

on floorplate retainer stud (1) and slide floorplate

forward.

CAUTION: Use care when removing floorplate, under spring tension.
MAGAZINE DISASSEMBLED
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1 - BASEPLATE    2 - FOLLOWER

3 - SPRING            4 – TUBE

CLEANING
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MAGAZINE
1. Wipe magazine tube (4), follower (2), magazine spring (3), and floorplate (1) with a cloth.

2. Apply a light coat (barely visible) of CLP/LSA.

CLEANING
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SLIDE ASSEMBLY
1. Clean the slide assembly with CLP, a soft brush, and a cloth. Ensure the safety (1), breech face (2), slide rails (3), and the extractor (4) are free of dirt and residue.

2.  Wipe dry with a cloth and apply a light coat (barely visible) of CLP/LSA.

CLEANING

BARREL ASSEMBLY
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1. Dip a bore brush into a container of CLP and insert it into the chamber end (1) of the barrel, making sure it completely clears the muzzle (2) before it is pulled back through the bore. Repeat several times to loosen the carbon deposits.

2. Dry the barrel by pushing swab (patch) through the bore. Repeat as necessary until a clean patch can be observed.

3. Clean the locking block (3) with a soft brush.

4. Apply a light coat (barely visible) of CLP/LSA to the barrel bore and chamber area. Also lubricate the exterior surfaces of the barrel and the locking block.

CLEANING

1. Clean recoil spring (1) and recoil spring guide (2) using CLP and a soft brush or cloth.

2. After cleaning the recoil spring and guide, apply a light coat (barely visible) of CLP/LSA.
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RECOIL GUIDE AND RECOIL GUIDE SPRING

CLEANING
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                 RECEIVER ASSEMBLY
1.  Wipe receiver assembly clean with a cloth. Use a soft brush for hard to clean areas. 

2.  Pay special attention to the disassembly button & lever (1), trigger (2), slide stop (3), hammer (4), and the magazine release button (5).

3.  Apply a light coat (barely visible) of CLP/LSA.

INSPECTION

Slide Assembly

· Check for chips, cracks, and burrs

· Check for free movement of ambidextrous safety, and rear sight for looseness

Barrel Assembly

· Inspect the bore and chamber for pitting or obstructions

· Inspect the locking block for cracks and burrs

Recoil Spring and Guide

· Check the recoil spring for damage. Ensure it is not bent

· Check recoil spring guide for straightness and smoothness.  Inspect for cracks and burrs

Receiver Assembly 

· Check for chips, cracks, and burrs. 

· Check for free movement of the slide stop and magazine catch assembly

· Inspect the receiver rails for excessive wear, burrs, cracks, or chips

Magazine Assembly

· Check  the baseplate for cracks and damage

· Inspect the follower for signs of wear, cracks, burrs or damage

· Check the spring for cracks, damage, rust

· Check the tube for rust, cracks, burrs and damage

LUBRICATION

· CLP, LSA, and LAW are the only lubricants authorized for the M9 pistol.

· CLP and LSA may be used interchangeably.

· Remove excess lubricant from the bore before firing.

· A light coat is defined as a film barely visible to the eye.

Generously lubed is defined as heavy enough to spread with the finger.

Operation Under Unusual    

                Conditions
· Unusual conditions are defined as any climatic condition requiring special maintenance of the pistol

Extreme cold, hot, wet, climates; hot dry climates, heavy rain or fording

Extreme Cold 
· Clean and lubricate at room temperature if possible

· Apply a light coat of LAW to all functional parts

· To prevent freezing, keep the pistol covered when moving from a warm to a cold area. This will allow gradual cooling

· Always keep the pistol dry

· Do not lay a hot pistol in snow or ice

· Keep ammunition dry; moisture will cause malfunctions. Do not lubricate ammunition

Always keep snow out of the barrel. If snow gets into the bore, clear using a swab and cleaning rod before firing

HOT, WET CLIMATES

· Perform maintenance more frequently. Inspect hidden surfaces for corrosion

· To help prevent corrosion, remove handprints with a cloth. Dry and lubricate the pistol with CLP/LSA

· Check ammunition and magazines frequently for corrosion. Clean the magazine using CLP and wipe dry with a  cloth

· Clean ammunition ONLY with a DRY cloth
Hot, Dry Climates

· Dust and sand can get into the pistol and cause malfunctions and excessive wear on component contact surfaces during firing.

· Keep pistol covered when possible

· Lightly lubricate internal working surfaces only with CLP/LSA

Do not lubricate internal components of the magazine

Heavy Rain and Fording Operations

· Always attempt to keep pistol dry

· Drain any water from barrel prior to firing and dry the bore with a swab and cleaning rod

· Generously lubricate internal and external surfaces of the pistol with CLP/LSA
ASSEMBLY
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· Grasp the slide (1) with the bottom facing up. 

· With the other hand grasp the barrel assembly (2) with the locking block (3) facing up.

· Insert the muzzle of the barrel assembly (2) into the forward open end of the slide (1), at the same time lower the rear of the barrel assembly.

· By aligning the extractor cutout with the extractor, the locking block will fall into the locked position in the slide.

Reassembly of the Recoil Spring and Recoil Spring Guide
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Insert the recoil spring (1) on the recoil spring guide (2)
Reassembly of the Recoil Spring/Guide to the Locking Block Assembly
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Insert the end of the recoil spring (1) and recoil spring guide
(2) into the slide recoil spring housing (3).
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At the same time, compress the recoil spring and lower the      

spring guide until fully seated onto the locking block cutaway (4).

Reassembly of the Slide to the Receiver
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Grasp the slide and barrel assembly sights (2) up, and align the slide (1) onto the receiver assembly.

Engaging the Disassembly Lever to Complete Reassembly
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Push until the rear of the slide (3) is a short distance beyond the rear of the receiver assembly (2) and hold. At the same time, rotate the disassembly lever (1) upward.
Reassembly of the Magazine
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· Insert the follower (1) into the top coil of the magazine spring. The top coil (2) has an upward and forward pointing end. Ensure that the notches (3) on the follower and magazine tube are on the same side.

· Insert the magazine spring with the follower into the magazine tube.

· Turn the magazine bottom up with the back side against the palm of the hand.

· Attach and center the floorplate retainer (4) to bottom spring coil.

· CAUTION: After insertion, spring tension must be maintained using the thumb. Do not place the lips of the magazine tube on a hard surface during assembly.

Push and hold the magazine spring (5) and floorplate retainer (4) down. At the same time, slide the floorplate (6) over the side walls until seated.

Function Check

1.   Clear weapon.

2.   Release the slide and insert empty magazine. 

3.   Retract slide, slide should lock to the rear.

4.   Remove magazine. 

5.   Ensure decocking lever is down, release slide forward, hammer should fall fully foward.


6.   Press and release trigger. The firing pin block should move up and down, hammer should not move.

7.   Move decocking lever UP to FIRE position.

8.   Press trigger. Weapon should dry fire double action.

9.   Press trigger and hold to rear.
10.   Retract and release slide. 

11.   Release trigger. A click should be heard and the hammer should not fall forward.  

12.   Press trigger to check single actoin. Hammer should fall. 

13.   If the above safety/function checks perform as indicated, the pistol is mission ready.

LOADING THE MAGAZINE
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Hold the magazine (1) in one hand. With the other hand place a cartridge (2) on the follower (3) in front of the lips (4). Press down and slide the (2) cartridge completely back under the lips.

Repeat the above steps until the magazine is fully loaded, or with the

amount of cartridges desired.

Holes (5) in the back of the magazine are numbered 5, 10, and 15, allowing for visual counting of cartridges.

LOADING WITH THE SLIDE OPEN 

(REAR)
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1. When loading the pistol keep your finger off the trigger and out of the trigger guard.

2. Insure the pistol is on safe, slide locked open, magazine out, and the chamber empty.

3. Insert the magazine (1) into the magazine well (2) of the pistol until a click is heard.

4. Depress the slide stop (3) allowing the slide to go forward. The slide will strip a round from the magazine and place it in the chamber (4). 

5.  Place the weapon in the UP, FIRE position.

6. The extractor will protrude from the right side of the slide and show a red color. This indicates a round is in the chamber.
LOADING THE PISTOL WITH THE SLIDE CLOSED (FORWARD)

[image: image32.png]



1. Insure the pistol is on safe (1), slide forward.

2. Insert the magazine (2) into magazine well until a click is heard.

3. With pistol pointed in a safe direction, grasp the serrated portion (3) of the slide and pull back.

4. Release the slide, chambering a round.

The extractor will protrude from the right side of the slide and show a red color.

RELOADING FROM THE POUCH

1. With the weapon empty and slide locked to rear, release the empty magazine.

2. The support hand reaches for spare magazine.

3.  Place tip of index finger on the bullet end of the top round in the magazine.

4. Cant weapon slightly toward the support hand.

5. Use finger to guide magazine into weapon while keeping eyes on the target.

6. Release slide forward and continue firing.
TACTICAL RELOADING
Eject magazine before firing all ammunition.

(Example:  Starting with 15 round magazine, fire 10 rounds,  4 rounds left in magazine, 1 round left in chamber,  insert a full magazine into the weapon, and continue. Retain the partial magazine.) 
STOPPAGES & MALFUNCTIONS
HANGFIRE:   Delay at the time of firing in the functioning of the primer, or the propelling charge.

MISFIRE: A complete failure to fire.

MALFUNCTION:  A malfunction occurs when any mechanical part of the weapon fails to function satisfactorily.

STOPPAGE:  An interruption in the cycle of operation.

SHORT RECOIL:  Smoke flash, powder didn’t push bullet completely down barrel.

(Possible bullet lodged in the bore)  
IMMEDIATE ACTION 

(SLIDE COMPLETELY FORWARD)

1. Ensure safety/decocking lever is on fire and press trigger.

2.  Ensure the magazine is seated. (TAP on base of 

magazine)

3. Retract and release slide. (RACK)

4.  Attempt to fire. (FIRE)

IMMEDIATE ACTION (SLIDE NOT FULLY FORWARD)
1. Attempt to push slide forward.

2. If step 1 does not work, clear weapon.

3. Inspect for chamber or bore obstructions and remove if present.

4. Reload and attempt to fire.

REMEDIAL ACTION 
1. Clear weapon.

2. Reload and attempt to fire.

3. Notify CATM if cause can not be fixed by operator.
PISTOL MARKSMANSHIP FUNDAMENTALS

Proper Grip 

· Provides maximum control of the weapon

· Spread the index finger and thumb of your firing hand apart to form the web of your hand into a “V”

· The 3 fingers should grip the pistol with equal pressure

· Correct pressure of the grip is obtained when you can hold the pistol without trembling or shaking

· Grasping the pistol with the strength of a good handshake is a good grip
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Standard Two-Handed Grip
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OPTIONAL TWO-HANDED GRIP

THREE STAGE DRAW

GRAB
· Gun hand moves to weapon and establishes grip
· Support hand holds flap up, out of way of drawing
DRAW
· Pull weapon straight up until muzzle clears holster

· Trigger finger remains outside the trigger guard

   SMACK
· Shooting hand and support hands meet at the ready position

· Establish firm two-handed grip
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Sight Alignment
· Align the top of the front sight (1)  even and level with the top of the rear sight (2)

Ensure there is an equal amount of space (3) (or light) to the right and left of the front sight

SIGHT PICTURE
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Sight Picture

· Place the sight alignment on the target and aim slightly above center of mass  

· Focus ONLY on the front sight while squeezing the trigger,  during the entire shot 

Focus on the front sight is absolutely CRITICAL

Trigger Control
· Applying steady even pressure straight to the rear on the trigger while keeping sights aligned on target

· If trigger control is performed properly, the shooter will not know the exact instant the weapon will fire
Follow Through

· The continued application of all fundamentals until the shot has hit the target

Weaver Ready
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· Stand erect, move weapon side foot to rear 5-8 inches

· Feet shoulder width apart

· Shoulders approximately 45 degree angle to target

· Weapon parallel to ground and 8-12 inches below line of sight

· Maintain eye contact with target

Weaver Stance
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· From ready position, raise weapon to line of sight

· Push weapon toward target (slightly) with shooting arm, elbow not locked

· Pull weapon toward body (slightly) with support arm, elbow

    not locked

· Keep both eyes open if possible

Barricade Standing
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· Use the barricade for concealment and protection 

· Start from weaver ready position

· Do not use the barricade for support

· Conceal as much of your body as possible
In weak-side firing, you may step out with forward foot

Over Barricade
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· Use barricade for a rest, cover and/or concealment

· Rest forearms, wrists or heels of the hands on the barricade

· Lower your body position when needed by taking a wide stance, bending knees, or bending at the waist

· Don't allow handgun or magazine to touch the support

Recommended to use concealment during reloading
METHODS OF DESTRUCTION





TAP  !





RACK  !





FIRE  !
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